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DECISION

In Bell Atlantic Mobile of Massachusetts Corporation, LTD v.
Commissioner of Revenue and others (and a companion case), 451 Mass.
280, 281 (2008), the Supreme Judicial Court held that providers of wireless
cellular telecommunications services are not “telephone companies” for purposes
of G.L. ¢c. 59, § 39, the central valuation statute. The appeals covered by this
Decision were filed under § 39 by Bell Atlantic Mobile of Massachusetts
Corporation, Ltd., d/b/a Verizon Wireless (“Bell Atlantic Mobile”), a provider of
wireless cellular telecommunications services, and by various cities and towns
challenging the Commissioner of Revenue's central valuation under § 39 of
certain personal property owned by Bell Atlantic Mobile. '



§

Because all of the appeals covered by this Decision were filed under § 39,
the Court's decision in Bell Atlantic Mobile is dispositive. Accordingly, following
a status conference held on June 12, 2008, and pursuant to 831 CMR 1.22 of
the Board’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, the Board hereby dismisses the
appeals listed on pages 3 through 6 of this Decision and |ssues decisions for the
appellees in said appeals.
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NOTICE:  Pursuant to G.L. c. 58A, § 13 and 831 CMR 1.32, either party may.

request findings of fact and report within ten days of this Decision and may also

appeal this Decision in accordance with the Massachusetts Rules of Appellate .
. Procedure and 831 CMR 1.35. ‘
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